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focus on sundayENTRANCE ANTIPHON
O Lord, hear my voice, for I have called 
to you; be my help. Do not abandon or 
forsake me, O God, my Saviour!

GREETING
In the name of the Father …...Amen.
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
Lord Jesus, you came to gather the 
nations into the peace of God’s kingdom: 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
You come in word and sacrament 
to strengthen us in holiness: 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
You will come in glory with salvation 
for your people: 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have mercy on us…

THE GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
    have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
    receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
    have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

OPENING PRAYER
O God, strength of those who hope in 
you, graciously hear our pleas, and, since 
without you mortal frailty can do nothing, 
grant us always the help of your grace, 
that in following your commands we may 
please you by our resolve and our deeds. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ....

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING   Ezekiel 17:22 - 24   
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel
The Lord says this:
‘From the top of the cedar, 
from the highest branch I will take a shoot 
and plant it myself on a very high mountain.
I will plant it on the high mountain of Israel.
It will sprout branches and bear fruit, 
and become a noble cedar. 
Every kind of bird will live beneath it, 
every winged creature rest in the shade      
    of its branches. 
And every tree of the field will learn that I,
    the Lord, am the one 
who stunts tall trees and makes the low 
    ones grow, 
who withers green trees and makes the 
    withered green. 

I, the Lord, have spoken, and I will do it.’ 
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
P.S. 91: 2-3.13-16
R. It is good to give you thanks, O Lord.
1. It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
 to make music to your name, 
 O Most High, to proclaim your love in 
                  the morning 
 and your truth in the watches of the
                               night.                                                  (R)

2. The just will flourish like the palm-tree 
and grow like a Lebanon cedar.              (R)

3. Planted in the house of the Lord 
 they will flourish in the courts of our  
                       God,
 still bearing fruit when they are old, 
 still full of sap, still green, 
 to proclaim that the Lord is just. 
 In him, my rock, there is no wrong.      (R)

SECOND READING  
 2 Corinthians 5:6 -10
A reading from the second letter of St. 
Paul to the Corinthians
We are always full of confidence when we 
remember that to live in the body means 
to be exiled from the Lord, going as we 
do by faith and not by sight - we are full of 
confidence, I say, and actually want to be 
exiled from the body and make our home 
with the Lord. Whether we are living in the 
body or exiled from it, we are intent on 
pleasing him. For all the truth about us will 
be brought out in the law court of Christ, 
and each of us will get what he deserves 
for the things he did in the body, good or 
bad.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The seed is the word of God, 
Christ the sower; whoever finds this 
seed will remain for ever.   Alleluia!

GOSPEL   Mark 4:26 - 34
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Mark
Jesus said to the crowds, ‘This is what 
the kingdom of God is like. A man throws 
seed on the land. Night and day, while he 
sleeps, when he is awake, the seed is 
sprouting and growing; how, he does not 
know. Of its own accord the land produces 
first the shoot, then the ear, then the full 
grain in the ear. And when the crop is 
ready, he loses no time; he starts to reap 

because the harvest has come’. 
He also said, ‘What can we say the 
kingdom of God is like? What parable 
can we find for it? It is like a mustard 
seed which at the time of its sowing in 
the soil is the smallest of all the seeds on 
earth; yet once it is sown it grows into the 
biggest shrub of them all and puts out big 
branches so that the birds of the air can 
shelter in its shade.’
Using many parables like these, he spoke 
the word to them, so far as they were 
capable of understanding it. He would 
not speak to them except in parables, but 
he explained everything to his disciples 
when they were alone.
     The Gospel of the Lord.
    Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
        All bow for following three lines:
and by the Holy Spirit 
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son
is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic 
and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of 
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
Pray brothers and sisters,……..
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your 
hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all his 
holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 
O God, who in the offerings presented 
here provide for the twofold needs of 
human nature, nourishing us with food 
and renewing us with your Sacrament, 
grant, we pray, that the sustenance they 
provide may not fail us in body or in spirit.
Through Christ our Lord.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right and just.

SANCTUS
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

AFTER THE CONSECRATION
The mystery of faith.
When we eat this Bread and drink this 
Cup, we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
Behold the Lamb of God, ………………..
Lord, I am not worthy that you 
should enter under my roof, but only say 
the word and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
There is one thing I ask of the Lord, 
only this do I seek:
to live in the house of the Lord 
all the days of my life.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
As this reception of your Holy Communion, 
O Lord, foreshadows the union of the 
faithful in you, so may it bring about unity 
in your Church.
Through Christ our Lord.

CONCLUDING RITE
The Lord be with you.  
And with your spirit.

Be near to those who call on you, O Lord,
and graciously grant your protection
to all who place their hope in your mercy,
that they may remain faithful in holiness of 
life and, having enough for their needs in 
this world, they may be made full heirs of 
your promise for eternity.
Through Christ our Lord.                Amen.

May the blessing of almighty God, the 
Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit, 
come down on you and remain with you for 
ever.   Amen.  

Go in peace, 
Thanks be to God.

The presence of God in our world is not always visible and 
his kingdom grows slowly. We are invited to grow in the confidence that 

God is always with us, even in the face of trials and evils.  
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We recall at Mass the loved ones we pray for – we know 
that they planted seeds within us, the seed of conception, 
seeds of life and goodness.   We may never fully know the 
good they have passed on just as we may never fully know 
the good that we pass on to others.

All of us can sit back in silence and give thanks for the good 
we have done.  The little mustard seed that becomes a big tree. The love 
which has given life to children, grandchildren and great grandchildren, love 
for the extended family which has looked after nephews and nieces and many 
others. Our love, the ‘social love’ Pope Francis talks of, reaches out beyond 
our immediate circle to the world, especially the needy.  

The call to be holy is the call to be helpers; we get the strength to be good 
people in our prayer also. Pope Francis says that love allows “social, cultural, 
and economic relationships to flourish, allowing us to construct a ‘civilization 
of love’” (September 9, 2020). 

What mark can we leave on the world? Holiness leaves a mark.  We remember 
what people said and did. The marks of the follower of Jesus are marks of 
true and self-sacrificing love.  We want to leave a mark on the world – through 
prayer and the Mass God leaves his mark on you!  He carves us on the palms 
of his hands; let us carve his name on everything we do in love, for all love 
comes from God. 

May your kingdom come in me each day and be spread in my words and deeds 
among all I meet.

Donal Neary SJ, Editor, Sacred Heart Messenger. 
 

Jesus liked looking at farmers sowing seeds. It reminded Him of all the 
different people that The Father will welcome to The Feast of Heaven. 
It will be like a birthday party that never ends. God has made us for 
love and friendship. When we show love and make friendships we are in 
God’s Love and we help to make a better world.

Fr. Liam HickeyJesus’ Story 

‘‘The seed is 
the word of God , 
Christ the sower....’’
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Sympathies:   

Sympathies and prayers to the families of Carmel 
Mulcahy, Kilfenora, and Kathleen Halpin, Newmarket 
on Fergus &amp; O’Brien Park who died this week, 
and Imelda Portway, Cronan Grove and UK whose 
funeral was celebrated this weekend. 

Anniversaries:  

Deceased members of Shannon Pioneer Total 
Abstinence Association, Ann Geraghty, Stella Carroll, 
Members of the Donegan Family, Ann Meaney, Patsy 
Murphy, Olive Meade, Yvette Meade, Paddy Carrig, 
Peter Bannon O’Toole, Frank Hourston. 

Return to Public Worship: 

The following is the Daily and Sunday Mass Schedule 
from now until the end of June when it will be 
reviewed in light of safety protocols. 

Daily Masses  

Mary Immaculate Church (Monday to Friday) 
10am in Mary Immaculate Church.  St Anthony’s 
Novena Mass on Tuesday morning.  In the event of a 
funeral in Mary Immaculate Church, Mass time may 
change. 
  

SS John and Paul Church 
7pm on Thursday.  In the event of a funeral in SS John 
and Paul Church, the morning Mass in Mary 
Immaculate Church will be celebrated.  
 

Sunday Masses 

SS John and Paul Church 
Friday at 7pm, Saturday at 6.30pm, Sunday at 10am 
and 12.15pm 
 

Mary Immaculate Church 
Saturday at 12noon, Sunday at 9am and 11am 
 
The wearing of face coverings/masks and sanitizing of 
hands is mandatory.  We invite you to return to public 
Mass.  Our stewards will be there to assist you.    

 

Sacrament of Confirmation 2021 

 

With confirmation from the Office of the Taoiseach 
and the Diocese of Killaloe, we are in a position to 
schedule dates for the Sacrament of Confirmation.  
With the agreement of the schools the following are 
the dates 

Wednesday July 7 th 11am for St Aidan’s. 
Thursday July 8 th 2pm for St Tola’s. 
Friday July 9 th 11am for St Senan’s & St John’s with St 
John’s 1st Communion to follow. 
Saturday July 10th 11am for Gaelscoil Donncha Rua 
jointly with 1st Communion due to smaller class sizes. 
Monday and Tuesday July 19th and 20th  @ 11am and 
1pm on both days for St Conaire’s. 

We look forward to celebrating the Sacrament of 
Confirmation and we thank everyone for their 
patience and understanding.  Please continue to 
comply with safety protocols.  There are high rates of 
infection especially in the Limerick area, to which 
many in Shannon have connections. We urge 
everyone to continue to adhere to the safety protocols 
so we can celebrate the sacrament in July.  

First Communions will be celebrated in September in 
line with safety protocols and when schools return for 
a new school year.  Dates will be confirmed on the 
resumption of school. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:  

Continues every Sunday from now until the end of 
June, in Mary Immaculate Church from 12noon-6pm 
and 2-6pm in SS John and Paul Church.  With the 
current safety protocols in place adoration is for 
private prayer only.  All are welcome to visit our 
Church’s. 
 

Mass and Baptismal Bookings: 
If your intending to book a 
Mass or a baptism we would 
ask you book through the 
Parish Office.  This enables us 
to ensure all Masses and 
Baptisms are scheduled.  You 
can book by emailing 
office@shannonparish.ie  or 
calling 363243.   

Parish Collections:  
We thank you for your great 
support to the parish on a weekly 
basis.  The parish collection last 
Sunday was €1,947. 
 
Upcoming Collections:  
A second collection will be taken up at all Masses this 
weekend will go to support diocesan needs.    

The Priests’ Summer Collection: The Priests summer 
collection will be taken up at all Masses on the 
weekend of July 2-4th.  

Appointment of Fr Ger Nash as 
Bishop of Ferns 

We extend congratulations and 
every blessing to Fr Ger Nash, 
Killaloe Diocesan Secretary and 
Director of Pastoral Planning on 
his appointment as Bishop of 
Ferns by Pope Francis.   

 

Shannon Parish Religious Items:  
We have a great selection of religious items and gifts 
for all occasions which can be purchased in the parish 
office.   Do call in!  


