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focus on sunday
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   11th July 2021

The message of Jesus is to teach God’s people to love God 
and love their neighbour. This is the principal concern of 

his disciples as they teach in his name.

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   11th July 2021

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
As for me, in justice I shall behold your 
face;  I shall be filled with the vision of 
your glory.

GREETING
In the name of the Father.......      Amen.
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit

PENITENTIAL ACT
Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us 
to one another and to the Father: 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin 
and division: 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you intercede for us with 
your Father: 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have mercy on us 
forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life. Amen.

THE GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
    have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
    receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
    have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

OPENING PRAYER
O God, who show the light of your truth
to those who go astray,
so that they may return to the right path,
give all who for the faith they profess
are accounted Christians
the grace to reject whatever is contrary to 
the name of Christ and to strive after all 
that does it honour.  Through our Lord…..

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING   Amos 7: 12 - 15
A reading from the prophet Amos
Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, said to Amos: 
‘Go away, seer; get back to the land of 
Judah; earn your bread there, do your  
prophesying there. We want no more 
prophesying in Bethel; this is the royal 
sanctuary, the national temple.’ ‘I was no 
prophet, neither did I belong to any of the 
brotherhoods of prophets,’ 
Amos replied to Amaziah. ‘I was a 
shepherd, and looked after sycamores:    
but it was the Lord who took me from 
herding the flock, and the Lord who said, 
“Go, prophesy to my people Israel.” ’

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Ps. 84: 9 -14

R. Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and 
 give us your saving help.

1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say, 
 a voice that speaks of peace, 
 peace for his people. 
 His help is near for those who fear him
 and his glory will dwell in our land.       (R)

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met; 
 justice and peace have embraced.
 Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
 and justice look down from heaven    (R)

3. The Lord will make us prosper 
 and our earth shall yield its fruit. 
 Justice shall march before him 
 and peace shall follow his steps.          (R)

SECOND READING   Ephesians 1:3 - 14 
(shorter version 1:3-10)
A reading from the letter of St. Paul’s 
to the Ephesians 
Blessed be God the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with all 
the spiritual blessings of heaven in Christ. 
   Before the world was made, he chose 
us, chose us in Christ, to be holy and 
spotless, and to live through love in his 
presence, determining that we should 
become his adopted sons, through Jesus 
Christ, for his own kind purposes, 
to make us praise the glory of his grace, 
his free gift to us in the Beloved, 
in whom, through his blood, we gain our 
freedom, the forgiveness of our sins.
Such is the richness of the grace which he 
has showered on us in all wisdom and insight. 
He has let us know the mystery of his 
purpose, the hidden plan he so kindly 
made in Christ from the beginning 
to act upon when the times had run their             
course to the end: that he would bring 
everything together under Christ, as 
head, everything in the heavens and 
everything on earth
And it is in him that we were claimed as
God’s own, chosen from the beginning, 
under the predetermined plan of the one
who guides all things as he decides by 
his own will; chosen to be, for his greater 
glory, the people who would put their 
hopes in Christ before he came.
Now you too, in him, have heard the 
message of the truth and the good news 
of your salvation, 
and have believed it: and you too have 
been stamped with the seal of the Holy 
Spirit of the Promise, the pledge of our 
inheritance which brings freedom for 
those whom God has taken for his own, 
to make his glory praised.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!  
Your words are spirit, Lord, 
and they are life: 
you have the message of eternal life. 
Alleluia!

GOSPEL   Mark 6: 7 - 13
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Mark

Jesus summoned the Twelve and began 
to send them out in pairs giving them 
authority over the unclean spirits. And 
he instructed them to take nothing for 
the journey except a staff - no bread, no 
haversack, no coppers for their purses. 
They were to wear sandals but, he added, 
‘Do not take a spare tunic.’ And he said 
to them, ‘If you enter a house anywhere, 
stay there until you leave the district. And 
if any place does not welcome you and 
people refuse to listen to you, as you 
walk away shake off the dust from under 
your feet as a sign to them.’ So they set 
off to preach repentance; and they cast 
out many devils, and anointed many sick 
people with oil and cured them.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
        All bow for following three lines:
and by the Holy Spirit 
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son
is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic 
and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins and I look forward to the resurrection 
of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Pray brothers and sisters, ……..
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your 
hands for the praise and glory of his name, 
for our good and the good of all his holy 
Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 
Look upon the offerings of the Church, 
O Lord, as she makes her prayer to you,
and grant that, when consumed by those 
who believe, they may bring ever greater 
holiness. Through Christ our Lord.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right and just.

SANCTUS
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

AFTER THE CONSECRATION
The mystery of faith.
Save us, Saviour of the world,  for by your 
Cross and Resurrection you have set us free.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
Behold the Lamb of God, ………………..
Lord, I am not worthy that you 
should enter under my roof, but only say 
the word and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my 
blood remains in me and I in him, 
says the Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Having consumed these gifts, we pray, 
O Lord, that, by our participation in this 
mystery,its saving effects upon us may grow.  
Through Christ our Lord.

CONCLUDING RITE
The Lord be with you.  
And with your spirit.
May almighty God bless you in his kindness 
and pour out saving wisdom upon you.
       Amen.
May he nourish you always with the 
teachings of the faith and make you 
persevere in holy deeds. Amen.
May the blessing of almighty God, the Father, 
and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit, come 
down on you and remain with you for ever.   
                                                        Amen.  
Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.             
Thanks be to God.

There is a lot of trust in life. A mother told me of the night 
her son took off in the family car. He was young and not 
yet a good driver. Of course, she worried and stayed awake 
hoping to hear the sound of the car coming home. It did 
come home with a dent or two.  But during the time she 

found herself praying, ‘Lord, you love him even more than I do; keep him safe’. 
She slept a little easier.  The son is now grown up and a good driver!

So much of life is on trust.  We trust in another’s love in marriage. We trust the 
adults who take care of our children in school. We trust in the medical staff and 
carers who mind our parents and grandparents. We trust that people will make 
good decisions and try their best in all aspects of their lives.  We trust that God 
will look after us and that there is a heaven. All our lives are lived in trust – small 
acts of faith in our fellow men and women and a larger act of faith in the one who 
cares for us most.

The gospel today tells the disciples to trust in their God; not to let life be cluttered 
by worry and anxiety about money, clothes, food. The Lord will look after us as 
he looks after the ‘birds of the air and the lilies of the field’. May we live our lives 
in the shadow of God’s wisdom and in the sunshine of his love.

                                                    Donal Neary S.J. Editor, Sacred Heart messenger.

Jesus asked his friends to go and tell all the people that God’s name is 
Love, for everyone, everywhere. Jesus said “When people don’t want to 
listen, or don’t agree, do not get angry, or try to force them.” Every person 
is God’s choice, and is made different and is to be respected. Jesus said 
“Just leave, walk away.” When the Saint met an angry man, he asked the 
angel of the angry man to help him. It is good to have a short prayer like 
“Jesus help me” when we run into fear or trouble. 

Fr. Liam HickeyJesus’ Story 



 

 
1 1  J u l y  2 0 2 1 

1 5 t h  S u n d a y  i n  O r d i n a r y  T i m e 

Anniversaries: Marian Deegan, Nancy Lee, Rory 
O’Dowd, Paddy Glynn, John & Ellen O’Brien, Joe Butler, 
Paddy & Eileen Forde, Mary White and all those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time.  
 

Government Directive Cancelling Confirmations:  
It’s with regret we inform our Confirmation families, 
teachers, and schools that the Department of the 
Taoiseach have confirmed to Bishop Fintan that 
Confirmations are cancelled at this time. The directive 
can be viewed on www.gov.ie . In the name of public 
safety the parish has to comply. We hope we will be in 
a better position before Summer ends to celebrate 
Confirmation. We recognise many are annoyed and 
upset at this directive from the government at 
relatively short notice, given your support and 
preparation to your parish, school and family. At the 
same time, you have and continue to be responsible, 
and we will celebrate your Confirmation as soon as we 
get the go ahead. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:  

Every Sunday in Mary Immaculate Church from 
12noon-6pm and 2-6pm in SS John and Paul Church.  
With the current safety protocols in place adoration is 
for private prayer only.  All are welcome to visit our 
Church’s. 

 
Mass and Baptismal Bookings:  

If you are intending to book a 
Mass or a baptism we would 
ask you book through the 
Parish Office.  This enables us 
to ensure all Masses and 
Baptisms are scheduled.  You 
can book by emailing 
office@shannonparish.ie  or 
calling 363243.   

 
The Priests’ Summer Collection:  

The Priests summer collection was held on the 
weekend of July 2-4th. Summer Priests Collection can 
still be returned if you were away or forgot by using 
the envelopes delivered to homes and available from 
the Church’s and Parish Office.  We have an added QR 
facility on the envelope where you can use your 
smartphone to scan the QR Code and donate from 
your phone.  We thank you for your tremendous 
support, especially during the Pandemic.  

Reek Sunday:  

Normally the National Pilgrimage to Croagh Patrick 
takes place on the last Sunday of July. For this year, 
Reek Sunday has been extended to incorporate the 
whole month of July; each weekday from Wednesday 
to Saturday in order to facilitate those who wish to 
fulfil the Reek Sunday Obligations. Mass on the 
Summit: Wednesday to Friday 12 noon, Mass on 
Saturday 10am (Weather permitting). Confessions 
before and after Mass 11am-1.45am, 12.45pm-
1.15pm 

 

Fundraising for Gorodischche: The following is a note 
from Rosie Byrne after her huge fundraising success: 

“Hi Fr. Arnie, I’d 
like to say thank 
you to our 
wonderful 
community and 
am sending this 
to you in the 
hope you feel it’s 
appropriate to 
share. Thanks. 
It’s been three 
weeks since I shaved my head for my friends in 
Gorodishche to raise funds for a sensory room. I would 
like to say a massive thank you to everyone for their 
support, both financially and emotionally. It has been 
an overwhelming experience. I’m simply humbled 
beyond words. We have surpassed all expectations 
and have raised over €10,000. Thank you! All funds 
raised have been lodged with Burren Chernobyl 
Project (BCP). Charity No 13002.” 
 

Defibrillators for Mary Immaculate and SS John and 
Paul Church:  
Grateful thanks to Leonard Nolan & 
family and the Regan families for 
donating two defibrillators to both 
our Churches in honour of their 
loved ones. Defibrillators save lives 
and we appreciate so much this 
wonderful gift to our Parish.  
 
Please God we never have to use them, but it’s good 
to know they are there in times of emergency. The 
defibrillators will be located on the right hand side of 
the altars and accessed during Church opening times. 
God bless us!  

The Love Shannon Community Council: requested 
parishioners to complete a survey last December 
/January for the purpose of creating a community 
development, by Shannon people for Shannon. A draft 
is ready to review and feedback is welcome by July 
16th. The plan can be viewed online at 
https://loveshannon.ie/comdevplan   
A hard copy of the plan will also be displayed at Town 
Centre at the unit next to Insomnia coffee shop until 
Friday July 16th. 

  
Congratulations to Fr. James on his appointment  as 
Catholic Curate (C.C.) to Shannon by Bishop Fintan. Fr. 
James will take up residence with Fr. Francis C.C. P.M.I. 
in The Presbytery, 5 Drumgeely Avenue.   

Bishop Fintan has made these appointments so the 
team of priests in Shannon (Fr Arnie, Canon Brendan, 
Fr Francis, and Fr James) 
will be supporting the 
parishes of Newmarket 
and Sixmilebridge in 
addition to their 
responsibilities in 
Shannon. We are 
delighted to have Fr. 
James with us and we all 
wish him well and hope 
he will be very happy 
amongst us 

Fr James Michael C.C. P.M.I.  

Religious Gifts: For all occasions  are available from the 
Parish Office.  If there is a particular religious item you 
are looking for we will source it for you.  

Readers and Eucharistic Ministers: Please collect your 
new roster in the Church sacristy and thank you for 
your great ministry. 


