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focus on sundayENTRANCE ANTIPHON
A great sign appeared in heaven: a 
woman clothed with the sun, the moon 
beneath her feet, and a crown on her 
head of twelve stars.

PENITENTIAL ACT
Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life: 
Lord, have mercy.         Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins: 
Christ, have mercy.     Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you feed us with your body 
and blood: 
Lord, have mercy.   Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have mercy on us….
Amen.

THE GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father
you take away the sins of the world:
    have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer; you are seated 
at the right hand of the Father
    have mercy on us;
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

OPENING PRAYER
Almighty ever-living God, who assumed the 
Immaculate Virgin Mary, the Mother of your 
Son, body and soul into heavenly glory, 
grant, we pray, that, always attentive to 
the things that are above, we may merit to 
be sharers of ther glory. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ...

FIRST READING 
Apocalypse 11:19;12: 1-6.10
A reading from the book of Apocalypse.
The sanctuary of God in heaven opened, 
and the ark of the covenant could be 
seen inside it. Now a great sign appeared 
in heaven: a woman, adorned with the 
sun, standing on the moon, and with the 
twelve stars on her head for a crown. 
She was pregnant, and in labour, crying 
aloud in the pangs of childbirth. Then 
a second sign appeared in the sky, a 
huge red dragon which had seven heads 
and ten horns, and each of the seven 
heads crowned with a coronet. Its tail 
dragged a third of the stars from the sky 
and dropped them to the earth, and the 
dragon stopped in front of the woman 
as she was having the child, so that he 
could eat it as soon as it was born from its 
mother. The woman brought a male child 

into the world, the son who was to rule all 
the nations with an iron sceptre, and the 
child was taken straight up to God and to 
his throne, while the woman escaped into 
the desert, where God had made a place 
of safety ready. Then I heard a voice 
shout from heaven, ‘Victory and power 
and empire for ever have been won by 
our God, and all authority for his Christ.’  
      This is the word of the Lord.
      Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps. 44:10-12.16

R. On your right stands the queen,
 in garments of gold.

1. The daughters of kings are among your 
loved ones. 

 On your right stands the queen in gold 
of Ophir. 

 Listen, O daughter, give ear to my 
words:

 forget your own people and your father’s 
house.                                                (R)

2. So will the king desire your beauty:
 he is your Lord, pay homage to him.
 They are escorted amid gladness and 

joy; they pass within the palace of the   
king.                                                      (R)

SECOND READING 
1 Corinthians 15:20-26 
A reading from the first letter of St. Paul 
to the Corinthians.

Christ has been raised from the dead, the 
first-fruits of all who have fallen asleep. 
Death came through one man and in the 
same way the resurrection of the dead 
has come through one man. Just as 
all men die in Adam, so all men will be 
brought to life in Christ; but all of them 
in their proper order: Christ as the first-
fruits and then, after the coming of Christ, 
those who belong to him. After that will 
come the end, when he hands over the 
kingdom to God the Father, having done 
away with every sovereignty, authority 
and power. For he must be king until he 
has put all his enemies under his feet and 
the last of the enemies to be destroyed 
is death, for everything is to be put under 
his feet. 
      This is the word of the Lord.
      Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Mary has been taken up into heaven: 
all the choirs of angels are rejoicing. 
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Luke 1. 39-56  A reading from 
the holy Gospel according to Luke

Mary set out and went as quickly as 
she could to a town in the hill country of 
Judah. She went into Zechariah’s house 
and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child 

leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry 
and said, ‘Of all women you are the most 
blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. Why should I be honoured with a 
visit from the mother of my Lord? For the 
moment your greeting reached my ears, the 
child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed 
is she who believed that the promise made 
her by the Lord would be fulfilled. ‘
And Mary said:
‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the 
Lord and my spirit exults in God my 
saviour; because he has looked upon his 
lowly handmaid. Yes, from this day forward 
all generations will call me blessed, for the 
Almighty has done great things for me. 
Holy is his name, and his mercy reaches 
from age to age for those who fear him.
He has shown the power of his arm, he has 
routed the proud of heart. He has pulled 
down princes from their thrones and exalted 
the lowly. The hungry he has filled with 
good things, the rich sent empty away. He 
has come to the help of lsrael his servant, 
mindful of his mercy - according to the 
promise he made to our ancestors - of his 
mercy to Abraham and to his descendants 
for ever.’
Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three 
months and then went back home. 

      This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
      Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
All bow for following three lines:
and by the Holy Spirit 
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son
is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic 
and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of 
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.    

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Pray brothers and sisters……………..
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your 
hands for the praise and glory of his name, 
for our good and the good of all his holy 
Church

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 
May this oblation, our tribute of homage, 
rise up to you, O Lord, and, through the 
intercession of the Most Blessed Virgin 
Mary, whom you assumed into heaven, 
may our hearts, aflame with the fire of love, 
constantly long for you. 
Through Christ our Lord.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
All generations will call me blessed, for 
he who is mighty has done great things 
for me.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Having received the Sacrament of salvation, 
we ask you to grant, O Lord, that, through 
the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
whom you assument into heaven, we may 
be brought to the glory of the resurrection. 
Through Christ our Lord.

CONCLUDING RITE
The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit.
May the blessing of almighty God, the 
Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit, 
come down on you and remain with you 
for ever. Amen.
Go in peace.  Thanks be to God.

Mary the mother of Jesus - has conquered sin and death.
She has been brought to heaven and we pray that when 
our time comes we may join her in her Son’s kingdom.  

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 15th August 2021

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 15th August 2021

LITURGY OF THE WORD

Today’s feast  is about the glory of death.  We wonder much about what happens 
after death.  What will we be like, will we recognise each other?  Jesus says little 
about the details of the afterlife except that he goes to prepare us a place, and we 
will enjoy eternal life. The feast of Mary’s Assumption throws some light on the 
mystery of death.  We believe  that she is body and soul in heaven.  This means 
that she is totally there, knowing God and her son fully.  The focus of her earthly life 
was her son – not in a way of always talking about him, but of being totally faithful 
to him and his father.

Fr. Liam HickeyJesus’ Story 

One of the interesting aspects for me of the Brexit campaign 
was the impressive sight of pro EU demonstrators waving 
the EU flag - 12 stars on a field of blue. I am not sure how 
many were aware they were carrying an emblem based on 
veneration of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Arsène Heitz. A devout 

Catholic, designed the first European Flag which was adopted by the Council of 
Europe.

There is no gospel account of the Assumption, which is why today’s gospel tells 
the story of The Visitation and Mary’s proclamation of the Magnificat. 

The First Reading and psalm of the feast fired the imagination over centuries to 
bring the image of a woman clothed in the sun with the moon beneath her feet 
and a crown of 12 stars above her head. It is of the Assumption.  Mary was the 
perfect combination of our humanity cooperating with the Divine - in her very body 
she became the first tabernacle. Like the prayer that bears her name “Hail Mary” it 
combines the words (Hail Mary, full of grace…)  of the Angelic visitor to Nazareth 
and our human words (Holy Mary, Mother of God) in response. May we like her 
cooperate more fully with God’s loving plan.

 Fr Tom Cox PP, Shannonbridge. Adapted from Messenger August 2021. 
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Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Our Prayers & Sympathy to: the family of Leonie Quish, Ros 
Silin who was buried this Saturday.  
 

Months Mind Mass: This Sunday 15th August at 11am for 
Senan Talty, Fergus Drive. 
 

Anniversaries: Baby Nadia Bridges-Czarna, Eddie Culligan, 
Christina & Eugene Wocjiechowicz, Sandy Cooke, Ambrose 
Sloan, Lily McLaughlin, Myles Murphy, Pat Ryan, Martin 
McQuinn, Bridget Mackell, Deceased members of the 
Healion & Malone families, Joseph Fleming and all those 
whose anniversaries occur around this time. 
 

Last Sunday’s Offerings: €1,691. As always, thank you for 
your great generosity which is so much appreciated. 
 

 Mass and Baptismal Bookings:  

If you are intending to book a 
Mass or a baptism we would ask 
you book through the Parish 
Office.  This enables us to ensure 
all Masses and Baptisms are 
scheduled.  You can book by 
emailing office@shannonparish.ie  or calling 363243.    

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:  

Every Sunday in Mary Immaculate Church from 12noon-
6pm and 2-6pm in SS John and Paul Church.  With the 
current safety protocols in place adoration is for private 
prayer only.  All are welcome to visit our Church’s. 

 

DATES SET FOR CONFIRMATIONS IN OUR PARISH: 
 

Greetings to our Confirmation families! The following 
are the rescheduled Confirmation dates. We apologise 
that we couldn’t give more notice, but circumstances 
were totally outside our control and we thank you for 
your patience and understanding. Strict safety 
guidelines will be in place for our ceremonies in our 
churches and must be strictly adhered to. Please be 
guided by our stewards. After the ceremonies, the 
responsibility rests with parents and families to act 
sensibly when returning home from Church. Thank you 
in anticipation of your co-operation. 
 

Wednesday August 18th – St Senan’s/St John’s 
Schools at 11am and St Tola’s School at 2pm (Both in 
Mary Immaculate Church) 
Thursday August 19th – St Aidan’s School at 11am (SS 
John & Paul Church) 
Friday August 20th & Saturday 21st – St Conaire’s 
School at 11am and 2pm (Both days in SS John & Paul 
Church) 
Monday August 23rd – Gael Scoil Donncha Rua 
– Communion and Confirmation at 11am (SS John & 
Paul Church) 
 

If for some reason a family is away for holidays, please 
inform the school or parish office ( parish office email: 
office@shannonparish.ie ) with your family name and 
mobile number and we can reschedule the ceremony 
for a later date.  
 

Wishing all Confirmation pupils and families every blessing. 
 
Please note Mass next Wednesday morning in Mary Immaculate 
will be at 9.30am instead of 10am, because of Confirmations. 
 
Religious Gifts: For all occasions  are available from the 
Parish Office.  If there is a particular religious item you are 
looking for we will source it for you. 
 

FOR YOUR DIARY!  Please note that Parish Office will be 
closed for one week’s summer holidays from 23rd August and 
reopens on Tuesday 31st August. 

 

Medjugorje Pilgrimage from Shannon -   
- Now is the time to book! 
 

On this 40th Anniversary Year of Medjugorje – A Pilgrimage will 
take place Shannon Airport to Medjugorje from 15th to 22nd 
September – €765 per person sharing. Bookings now being taken 
for this 7 night Group Pilgrimage with locals Kathleen & Jimmy 
Morris. Full religious programme operated by Marian Pilgrimages 
Medjugorje Team. Included are the following: 
 Shannon direct to Mostar-Medjugorje – Only a 30 minute 

transfer from Airport to the Shrine; 
 7 nights air-conditioned accommodation near to St. James’ 

Church; 
 Freshly prepared breakfast and dinner each day; 
 Luxury coach transfers accompanied by local guide; 
 Full religious programme operated by Marian Pilgrimages; 
 Assistance of Marian Pilgrimages rep. with 24hr support 

throughout your stay; 
 Comprehensive Travel Insurance up to 84 years of age; 
 All airport and local taxes. 

Medjugorje is a town in Bosnia and Herzegovina. It’s been an 
unofficial place of Catholic pilgrimage since the Virgin Mary 
appeared on Apparition Hill in 1981. There is a “Queen of Peace” 
statue marking the site of the 1st apparition and one in front of 
the St. James Church. Liquid has been said to drip from the “Risen 
Christ” statue near the church. A concrete cross tops Cross 
Mountain, to the south. Medjugorje ("between the hills") has 
become well known in Bosnia-Hercegovina, and the world, 
because of six trustworthy young people who claim to have seen 
visions of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Beginning on June 24, 1981, 
the Blessed Mother appeared to, and later told the visionaries 
that God sent her to our world to help us convert our hearts and 
lives back to Him. Our Lady's call is one of Peace, Love, Faith, 
Conversion, Prayer, and Fasting. We are each challenged to 
answer Our Lady's call to change our lives, and hearts back to God. 
If you have not already had the chance to visit this renowned 
little village, then now is the perfect opportunity to do so. For 
more information on joining the pilgrimage group, please contact 
Kathleen & Jimmy Morris at 061 362657 or 086 3271657. A 
unique, inspiring, special and blessed place! 

Bualadh Busk: Outdoor busking sessions promoting local 
musicians -Thursdays & Saturdays:  Running 6 hours of music 
each day at: Shannon Town Square from 11am, Shannon Town 
Park from 1pm, and later on at Newmarket on Fergus, 
Sixmilebridge and Bunratty. Catch all details on facebook! Great 
talent, great music, great treat!  

Shannon Tidy Towns: will have Church Gate Collections on this 
weekend at Mary Immaculate and SS John & Paul Churches.  
Extra effort and a huge workload has gone into making Shannon 
look amazing in this Summer of 2021 with full credit going to the 
hardworking volunteer team in setting flower beds, borders, tubs, 
hanging baskets etc. Plants, shrubs etc cost a lot of money as any 
gardener knows and any support you can give at the collection 
points this weekend would be appreciated. Just look around our 
town! Amazing work for an extraordinary team of volunteers! 
Thank you one and all! 

Shannon Tidy Towns Family Fun Day: Thursday 19th Aug from 
2 to 4pm in Ballycasey Park is the place to be when Shannon Tidy 
Towns will hold a Family Fun Day Celebrating our Biodiversity to 
celebrate Heritage Week. Lots of fun items for children eg Teddy 
Bear Picnic, meadow maze, scavenger hunt, nature arts & crafts 
and a scythe demonstration...takes us right back! Come along 
with the family and enjoy a great day! 

Interested in becoming a Samaritan volunteer? 
Samaritans Ennis and Clare are currently seeking new volunteers 
for the Autumn 2021 training programme. Volunteers offer their 
time (approximately 3 to 4 hours a week) to help deliver a 24-
hour emotional support service to callers from all walks of life. If 
you are tolerant, open-minded, and willing to help others please 
email ennis.branchrecruitment@samaritans.org  or call 085 
1763491 for further information.  

Thank you! 
Canon Brendan would like to thank all who wished him well in 
his recent 90th Birthday celebrations! 
 

Update Message from Fr. Arnie 
Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
I was discharged from hospital following a 6 week stay to deal 
with my sudden illness.  I am presently recovering and will be for 
an indefinite period of time.  This will afford me the opportunity 
to get better.  I will continue to have medical follow ups, due to 
the illness attacking the organs of my body. I have had surgery 
and doing well.  
I thank you for the cards, text and WhatsApp messages, emails, 
phone messages, calls to the Parish Office, sending good wishes 
through my colleagues, but especially for the thoughts and 
prayers.  I would like to thank my colleagues, and parish staff 
and volunteers who continue to keep our parish active and alive 
and for their continued support.  Do continue to keep me in your 
prayers, and may God bless you for your kindness and support.  
Fr Arnie  


