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focus on sunday
TWENTY - SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  26th September 2021

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
All that you have done to us, O Lord, 
you have done with true judgement, 
for we have sinned against you and 
not obeyed your commandments.  
But give glory to your name and deal 
with us according to the bounty of 
your mercy.

GREETING 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
Lord Jesus, you came to gather the 
nations into the peace of God’s kingdom: 
Lord, have mercy.       Lord, have mercy.
You come in word and sacrament 
to strengthen us in holiness: 
Christ, have mercy.   Christ, have mercy.
You will come in glory with salvation 
for your people: 
Lord, have mercy.     Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have mercy on us…

THE GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
    have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer; you are seated 
at the right hand of the Father,
    have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

OPENING PRAYER
O God, who manifest your almighty 
power above all by pardoning and 
showing mercy, bestow, we pray, your 
grace abundantly upon us and make 
those hastening to attain your promises 
heirs to the treasures of heaven.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ…..

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING     Numbers 11.25-29 
A reading from the book of Numbers
The Lord came down in the Cloud. He 
spoke with Moses, but took some of the 
spirit that was on him and put it on the 
seventy elders. When the spirit came on 
them they prophesied, but not again.
   Two men had stayed back in the 
camp; one was called Eldad and the 
other Medad. The spirit came down on 
them; though they had not gone to the 
Tent, their names were enrolled among 

the rest. These began to prophesy in the 
camp. The young man ran to tell this to 
Moses, ‘Look’, he said, ‘Eldad and Medad 
are prophesying in the camp.’ Then said 
Joshua the son of Nun, who had served 
Moses from his youth, ‘My Lord Moses, 
stop them!’ Moses answered him, Are 
you jealous on my account? If only the 
whole people of the Lord were prophets 
and the Lord gave his Spirit to them all!’ 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Ps. 18:8,10,12-14
R. The precepts of the Lord gladden 
                        the heart.

1. The law of the Lord is perfect, 
    it revives the soul. 
    The rule of the Lord is to be trusted, 
    it gives wisdom to the simple.             [R]

2. The fear of the Lord is holy, 
    abiding for ever. 
    The decrees of the Lord are truth 
    and all of them just.                             [R]

3. So in them your servant finds
     instruction, 
    great reward is in their keeping.
    But who can detect all his errors? 
    From hidden faults acquit me.             [R]

4. From presumption restrain your servant 
    and let it not rule me. 
    Then shall I be blameless, clean from 
    grave sin.                                         [R]
     
SECOND READING        James 5.1-6
A reading from the letter of St. James
An answer for the rich. Start crying, 
weep for the miseries that are coming 
to you. Your wealth is all rotting, your 
clothes are all eaten up by moths. All 
your gold and your silver are corroding 
away, and the same corrosion will be 
your own sentence, and eat into your 
body. It was a burning fire that you stored 
up as your treasure for the last days. 
Labourers mowed your fields, and you 
cheated them - listen to the wages that 
you kept back, calling out; realise that 
the cries of the reapers have reached the 
ears of the Lord of hosts. On earth you 
have had a life of comfort and luxury; in 
the time of slaughter you went on eating 
to your heart’s content. It was you who 
condemned the innocent and killed them; 
they offered you no resistance.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!  Your word is truth, 
O Lord, consecrate us in the truth.  
Alleluia!

GOSPEL       Mark 9:38 - 43.45.47 - 48
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Mark
John said to Jesus, ‘Master, we saw a 
man who is not one of us casting out 
devils in your name, and because he was 
not one of us we tried to stop him.’ But 
Jesus said, ‘You must not stop him: no 

one who works a miracle in my name is 
likely to speak evil of me. Anyone who is 
not against us is for us.
‘If anyone gives you a cup of water to 
drink just because you belong to Christ, 
then I tell you solemnly, he will most 
certainly not lose his reward.
‘But anyone who is an obstacle to bring 
down one of these little ones who have 
faith, would be better thrown into the sea 
with a great millstone round his neck. And 
if your hand should cause you to sin, cut 
it off; it is better for you to enter into life 
crippled, than to have two hands and go 
to hell, into the fire that cannot be put out. 
And if your foot should cause you to sin, 
cut it off; it is better for you to enter into 
life lame, than to have two feet and be 
thrown into hell. And if your eye should 
cause you to sin, tear it out; it is better for 
you to enter into the kingdom of God with 
one eye, than to have two eyes and be 
thrown into hell where their worm does 
not die nor their fire go out.’
     The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father;
 through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
  All bow for following three lines:
and by the Holy Spirit 
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic
 and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins and I look forward to the resurrection 
of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
Pray brothers and sisters, …………..
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your 
hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.
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PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Grant us, O merciful God,
that this our offering may find
acceptance with you
and that through it the wellspring of 
all blessing may be laid open before us.
Through Christ our Lord.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right and just.

SANCTUS
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

AFTER THE CONSECRATION
The mystery of faith. 
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, 
we proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you 
come again.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
Behold the Lamb of God, ………………..
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter 
under my roof, but only say the word and my 
soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Remember your word to your servant, O 
Lord, by which you have given me hope.
This is my comfort when I am brought 
low.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
May this heavenly mystery, O Lord,
restore us in mind and body, 
that we may be coheirs in glory with 
Christ, to whose suffering we are united
whenever we proclaim his Death.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

CONCLUDING RITE
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.

May the Lord bless you and keep you. Amen.

May he let his face shine upon you
and show you his mercy. Amen.

May he turn his countenance towards you
and give you his peace. Amen.
And may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the Son,  and the 
Holy Spirit, come down on you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen.

Go in peace, Thanks be to God.

World Day of Migrants and Refugees

The word of God cuts into our lives and challenges us to listen, 
even, if its message is tough.  It is a word which promises a 

constant invitation in our lives to live more like Christ.

The reward of Jesus 
is the joy of being united with 
him in prayer and in our care 

and love for others.

Pope Francis in his Message for Migrant Sunday 2021 writes: 
Among those dwelling in those existential peripheries, we find many 
migrants and refugees, displaced persons and victims of trafficking, 
to whom the Lord wants his love to be manifested and his salvation 
preached. 
To achieve this ideal, however, we must make every effort to break 

down the walls that separate us and, in acknowledging our profound interconnection, 
build bridges that foster a culture of encounter. Today’s migration movements offer an 
opportunity for us to overcome our fears and let ourselves be enriched by the diversity 
of each person’s gifts. Then, if we so desire, we can transform borders into privileged 
places of encounter, where the miracle of an ever wider “we” can come about.
We can make our own his prayer: 
Holy, beloved Father,
your Son Jesus taught us
that there is great rejoicing in heaven
whenever someone lost is found,
whenever someone excluded, rejected or discarded
is gathered into our “we”,
which thus becomes ever wider.
We ask you to grant the followers of Jesus,
and all people of good will,
the grace to do your will on earth.
Bless each act of welcome and outreach
that draws those in exile
into the “we” of community and of the Church,
so that our earth may truly become
what you yourself created it to be:
the common home of all our brothers and sisters. Amen.

Donal Neary SJ (Editor Sacred Heart messenger.

                             Jesus’ Story             Fr. Liam Hickey       
God is Love. God cannot hurt anyone or be angry. Sometimes, we can hurt ourselves 
and cause pain to others. God does not want us to be unhappy like that. God gives the 
same breath and sunshine to all people everywhere. Life can be like flowers, with variety 
of style and colour. They don’t fight or hurt each other. They are not jealous. I thank God 
for my gifts. I ask God to help me to appreciate the gifts of others.                                                                               
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Our Prayers & Sympathy to: To the family of Peter Conlon, 
Cluain Airne who was buried last Tuesday.  To the Ryan 
family and to Fr. Tom in Ennis on the death of his brother 
Eugene Ryan, who was buried in Ennis on Thursday. To 
Doris Keane, Drumgeely on the death of her brother David 
Simpson, Killarney who died last week. May they all rest in 
God’s eternal peace. 
 

Months Mind: This Friday 24th September at 7pm in SS 
John & Paul Church for Hugh Campbell, late of Finian Park 
and Ratoath, Co. Meath.  
 

First Anniversaries: This Saturday at 6.30pm for Peggy 
O’Shaughnessey, Cluain Airne. This Sunday at 12.15pm for 
John Kelly, Cronan Lawn. 
 

Anniversaries: Maxine Hickey, Joe Clarke, Tony Lonergan, 
Barbara Meehan and deceased members of the Roberts 
and Jones families, Robert Stackpoole, James Normoyle, 
Paddy O’Shaughnessy and all those whose anniversaries 
occur around this time. 
 

Last Sunday’s Offerings: €1,712 As always, thank you for 
your great generosity which is so much appreciated. 
 

Mass and Baptismal Bookings:  
If you are intending to book a Mass or 
a baptism we would ask you book 
through the Parish Office.  This 
enables us to ensure all Masses and 
Baptisms are scheduled.  You can 
book by emailing 
office@shannonparish.ie  or calling 
363243.    
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:  
Every Sunday in Mary Immaculate 
Church from 12noon-6pm and 2-6pm 
in SS John and Paul Church.  With the 
current safety protocols in place 
adoration is for private prayer only.  
All are welcome to visit our Church’s. 
 

Special Church Collections Dates 2022  
will be taken up on the dates below:  

24/25th December 2021     Priests’ Christmas Collection 
29th /30th January 2022    Diocesan Administration Appeal 
19th/20th February 2022    Parish Faith Formation Appeal 
16/17th March 2022    Diocesan Education Fund 
16th/17th April 2022    Priests’ Easter Collection 
14th /15th May 2022    Lourdes Invalid Appeal 
18th /19th June 2022    Priests’ Summer Collection 
23rd/24th July 2022    Diocesan Needs Appeal 
27th/28th August 2022    Diocesan 

   Sick & Retired Priests’ Appeal 
24th/25th September 2022 Priests’ Autumn Collection 
22nd/23rd October 2022      Mission Sunday Appeal 
26th/27th November 2022  Youth Ministry Appeal 
24/25th December 2022     Priests’ Christmas Collection 
 
Most of the above collections fall on a Sunday or Holy Day 
and include the Vigil Masses. We ask that no other 
collection would take place on the weekend of a second 
collection or the day of the Priests’ collection. 

We thank you for your continued generosity to all our 
Collections as they play a primary part in the pastoral care 
of the Parish.  Fr. Arnie 

Religious Gifts: For all occasions  are available from the 
Parish Office.  If there is a particular religious item you are 
looking for we will source it for you. 
 

Thank you for your wonderful support to the parish.  
As well as the usual way to donate to your parish you can 
also use our new method of using the QR code (here) 
which is also placed at the doors and 
shrines of our Church’s, Adoration Chapel 

Notice Board, and Parish Office. It’s 
another easy way for you to support your 
parish using your smart phone.  
 
Shannon Active Retirement are back! Afternoon Tea Dance 
on Wednesday September 29th at 3pm in the Oakwood 
Hotel. Music by Shay O'Callaghan. All are welcome. Bring 
your vaccination certificate and wear your mask please! 
 

We’re Going to Have a Synod…A What? 

What is a Synod? 
For the Church it is a time-honoured way of working out 
together the “navigation map” for the Church at particular 
times.  Synodality is about the whole People of God helping 
each other to listen to what the Holy Spirit is saying to the 
Church.  This way of working has been given a new 
emphasis and a new urgency by Pope Francis who has 
emphasised that this is the way of being “which God 
expects of the Church of the third millennium”.  He has 
insisted that it is not just bishops but the whole People of 
God which is called to be synodal. Listening, he says, is at 
the heart of this way of working.  He emphasises that this 
is not simply a matter of discussion as in a parliamentary 
debate.  Rather it is primarily a prayerful spiritual time of 
communitarian discernment.  It is about finding the best 
ways forward for the Church given the challenges it faces.  
A preparatory document can be viewed 
on  www.killaloediocese.ie  

Notice: We are seeking volunteers who would like to assist 
in delivering parish correspondence 4 times yearly in 
various areas around Shannon. If you have free time and 
are willing to help, please contact the Parish Office during 
office hours on 363243 or email office@shannonparish.ie  

COVID-19 Protocols: We ask all parishioners attending 
Mass, and other Church ceremonies that the wearing of 
masks and sanitising of hands is mandatory.  We are also 
permitted to have 50% of Church capacity. We thank 
everyone for your co-operation and to the teams of 
stewards who assist you. 

 

 Dear Parishioners, As you know 2021 marks the 6th anniversary 
of Pope Francis’ encyclical on the environment entitled Laudato 
Si’: On care for our Common Home. The season is an opportunity 
to give thanks to God for the gift of creation, to explore with 
parishioners the rich content of Laudato Si’ and decide on what 
actions should be taken locally to care for our common home. 
The theme for the Season of Creation this year is “Restoring Our 
Common Home”. Liturgical Resources for use during the Season 
of Creation, are now available to download at 
https://www.catholicbishops.ie/2021/07/21/season-of-
creation   

After the Season of Creation there will be a meeting of world 
leaders in China for a UN Biodiversity Conference (known as COP 
15) and another UN meeting on Climate Change in November of 
world leaders in Scotland (known as COP 26). In preparation for 
these UN meetings there will be a petition  known as the Healthy 
Planet, Healthy People Petition available at 
http://healthyplanetandpeople.org for dioceses, parishes, and 
individuals to sign. It is envisaged that this petition will be 
presented by Pope Francis to the Presidents at these upcoming 
conferences. We pray for the success of these UN Conferences.   
 

We have been invited by Bishop Fintan to consider forming a 
parish group who might have a particular focus in this area and 
make use of these resources in our parish and schools throughout  
the Season of Creation each year. If you are interested please 
leave your name and number to the Parish Office.  
 

God bless, Fr Arnie  




