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focus on sundayENTRANCE ANTIPHON
You are just, O Lord, and your 
judgement is right; treat your servant 
in accord with your merciful love.

GREETING 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen.
The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
Have mercy on us, O Lord.
For we have sinned against you.
Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
And grant us your salvation.
May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.
Lord, have mercy.         Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.   Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.         Lord, have mercy.

THE GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
    have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer; you are seated 
at the right hand of the Father,
    have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

OPENING PRAYER
O God, by whom we are redeemed 
and receive adoption,
look graciously upon your beloved 
sons and daughters,
that those who believe in Christ
may receive true freedom
and an everlasting inheritance.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ…..

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING Isaiah 35:4-7
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Say to all faint hearts, 
‘Courage! Do not be afraid.
‘Look, your God is coming, 
vengeance is coming, 
the retribution of God; 
he is coming to save you.’
Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened the ears of the deaf unsealed,
then the lame shall leap like a deer
and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy;
for water gushes in the desert, 
streams in the wasteland, 

the scorched earth becomes a lake, 
the parched land springs of water. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Ps. 145: 7 - 10
R. My soul, give praise to the Lord. 
    or Alleluia!
1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, 
    who is just to those who are oppressed.
    It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
    the Lord, who sets prisoners free.       [R]

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the
    blind,
    who raises up those who are bowed 
    down, 
    the Lord who loves the just,
     the Lord, who protects the stranger [R]
3. The Lord upholds the widow and orphan 
    but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
    The Lord will reign for ever, 
     Zion’s God, from age to age.              [R]

SECOND READING James 2:1-5
A reading from the letter of St. James
My brothers, do not try to combine faith in 
Jesus Christ, our glorified Lord, with the 
making of distinctions between classes of 
people. Now suppose a man comes into 
your synagogue, beautifully dressed and 
with a gold ring on, and at the same time 
a poor man comes in, in shabby clothes, 
and you take notice of the well-dressed 
man, and say, ‘Come this way to the best 
seats’; then you tell the poor man, ‘Stand 
over there’ or ‘You can sit on the floor 
by my foot-rest.’ Can’t you see that you 
have used two different standards in your 
mind, and turned yourselves into judges, 
and corrupt judges at that?
Listen, my dear brothers: it was those 
who are poor according to the world 
that God chose, to be rich in faith and 
to be the heirs to the kingdom which he 
promised to those who love him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: 
you have the message of eternal life.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL   Mark 7:31-37
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Mark
Returning from the district of Tyre, Jesus 
went by way of Sidon towards the Sea 
of Galilee, right through the Decapolis 
region. And they brought him a deaf man 
who had an impediment in his speech; 
and they asked him to lay his hand on 
him. He took him aside in private, away 
from the crowd, put his fingers into the 
man’s ears and touched his tongue with 
spittle. Then looking up to heaven he 
sighed; and he said to him, ‘Ephphatha’, 
that is, ‘Be opened.’ And his ears were 
opened, and the ligament of his tongue 

was loosened and he spoke clearly. And 
Jesus ordered them to tell no one about 
it, but the more he insisted, the more 
widely they published it. Their admiration 
was unbounded. ‘He has done all things 
well,’ they said, ‘he makes the deaf hear 
and the dumb speak.’ 
     The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father;
 through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

All bow for following three lines:
and by the Holy Spirit 
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic
 and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins and I look forward to the resurrection 
of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

 

Pray brothers and sisters, …………..
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your 
hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
O God, who give us the gift 
of true prayer and of peace,
graciously grant that through this offering,
we may do fitting homage to your divine 
majesty, and, by partaking of the sacred 
mystery, we may be faithfully united in 
mind and heart.      
Through Christ our Lord.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right and just.

SANCTUS
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

AFTER THE CONSECRATION
The mystery of faith. 
Save us, Saviour of the world,  for by your 
Cross and Resurrection you have set us free.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
Behold the Lamb of God, ………………..
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter 
under my roof, but only say the word and my 
soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Like the deer that yearns for running 
streams,
so my soul is yearning for you, my God;
my soul is thirsting for God, the living 
God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Grant that your faithful, O Lord,
whom you nourish and endow with life
through the food of your Word and heavenly 
Sacrament,
may so benefit from your beloved Son’s great 
gifts that we may merit an eternal share in 
his life. 
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

CONCLUDING RITE
The Lord be with you.
 And with your spirit.

May the Lord bless you and keep you.
Amen.

May he let his face shine upon you
and show you his mercy.
Amen.

May he turn his countenance towards you
and give you his peace.
Amen.

And may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the Son,  and the 
Holy Spirit, come down on you and remain 
with you for ever.
Amen.
Go in peace. Thanks be to God.. 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

TWENTY -  THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  5th September 2021
The signs that Jesus is present and that we are his true witnesses is that 

we attend to our sick, console those who are in despair, befriend the 
friendless;  work for social justice,  we must not be mute through fear 

or self - protection. We must do all things well.  

TWENTY - THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  5th September 2021

Many of Jesus’ miracles were for people who were deaf or with 
speech difficulties.  We can imagine what it must be like to suffer 
like that, and the great relief on being healed. So important were 
these miracles that they were signs of the coming of the Messiah.  
The people knew the divine as present in these cures.

The meaning of the miracles is spiritual as well as physical. They were now able to 
hear and speak the word of God.  Blocks to this seeing and hearing are healed by 
the presence and the word of Jesus. At baptism we pray that the child or adult may 
soon hear and speak the word of God as their ears and mouth are blessed.

Even without the physical healing the dumb man could speak the word of God.  We 
share God’s word in our words and in how we live. We often remember the moments 
of kindness or compassion as much as a person’s words.  By the way we live we are 
speakers of the word of God.  As Jesus was made flesh, the word of God is audible 
in us, but must be in us before we can speak it.  

We pray also today for all we know who may need healing in speech and hearing.

May I hear your word O Lord in my heart and speak it in my life.

Donal Neary SJ  (editor Sacred Heart Messenger). 
.

                      Jesus’ Story       Fr. Liam Hickey     
A little girl asked ‘Why does the priest touch the babies two ears at the Baptism 
celebration?’ Her pal answered ‘Because we should listen twice as often with two 
ears, as we speak with one voice.’ We are told that Mary Our Mother listened to the 
Angel, and because she listened, great blessings came to all the world. We ask God 
and our angel to help us to listen to our parents and our teachers. When we listen to 
the sounds of nature and song too, we discover blessings. 
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Our Prayers & Sympathy to: the families of Rose Kennedy, 
Slaney Park who was buried on Tuesday. Paddy Callaghan, 
Larch House, Drumgeely, who was buried last Monday. To 
Kathleen Mullane & family on death of Darren McCarthy, 
Rhebogue, Limerick. 
 

Months Mind: This Saturday (4th September) for Kathleen 
Carroll at 12noon in Mary Immaculate Church. This 
Saturday (4th September) for Johnny Cregan at 6.30pm in SS 
John & Paul Church.  

First Anniversary: This Saturday (4th September) for Gerry 
Keating at 6.30pm in SS John & Paul Church. This Sunday 
(5th September) for Breda Nolan at 11am in Mary 
Immaculate Church. 
 

Anniversaries: Teresa O’Brien, Mary Bevan, John O’Byrne, 
Michael Sexton, Margaret Dwyer, Philomena Carey, Jim 
Mangan, Peter & Ro Doyle, Martin Quinn and all those 
whose anniversaries occur around now. 
 
Last Sunday’s Offerings: €1,843 As always, thank you for 
your great generosity which is so much appreciated. 
 

 Mass and Baptismal Bookings:  
If you are intending to book a 
Mass or a baptism we would ask 
you book through the Parish 
Office.  This enables us to ensure 
all Masses and Baptisms are 
scheduled.  You can book by 
emailing 
office@shannonparish.ie  or calling 363243.    
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:  
Every Sunday in Mary Immaculate Church from 12noon-
6pm and 2-6pm in SS John and Paul Church.  With the 
current safety protocols in place adoration is for private 
prayer only.  All are welcome to visit our Church’s. 
 

 
Upcoming First Communion Ceremonies 

 
With the government announcement to increase Church 
capacity from September 6th regarding upcoming First 
Communion ceremonies, those who will be admitted to the 
ceremonies will be the immediate family bubble and 
grandparents only. Masks and sanitising of hands are 
mandatory for all adults. Our schools will inform parents of 
this arrangement. 
 
Holy Communions Dates: 
Friday September 10th at 11am for St. Aidan’s in SS John & 
Paul Church 
Friday September 10th at 11am for St. Senan’s in Mary 
Immaculate Church 
Saturday September 11th at 11am and 1pm for St. 
Conaire’s in SS John & Paul Church. 
Saturday September 11th at 2pm for St. Tola’s in Mary 
Immaculate Church. 
 
Every blessing to the boys, girls, families and schools 

for the special day. 
 
Religious Gifts: For all occasions  are available from the 
Parish Office.  If there is a particular religious item you are 
looking for we will source it for you. 
 

Upcoming Ordinations 
Ordination of Fr. Ger Nash as Bishop of Ferns 
Congratulations, good wishes and blessings to Fr. Ger Nash, a 
priest of the dioceses for the past 30 years who will be ordained 
Bishop of Ferns on this Sunday in Enniscorthy Cathedral at 
3pm.  You can join in on the ceremony on 
https://www.staidanscathedral.ie/our-parish/webcam/  
 
Ordination of Antun Pasalic as Deacon for the Diocese of Killaloe 
Congratulations, good wishes and blessings to Antun who will 
be ordained deacon en route to priesthood for the diocese on 
Wednesday next, 8th of September in Ennis Cathedral at 7.30 
pm.  You can join in on the ceremony on 
https://www.ennisparish.com/our-parish/web-cam/  
Keeping them both in the prayers over the coming days and 
always. 

 

 
Medjugorje Pilgrimage from Shannon -   
- Now is the time to book! 
 

On this 40th Anniversary Year of Medjugorje – A Pilgrimage 
will take place Shannon Airport to Medjugorje from 15th to 
22nd September – €765 per person sharing. Bookings now 
being taken for this 7 night Group Pilgrimage with locals 
Kathleen & Jimmy Morris. Full religious programme operated 
by Marian Pilgrimages Medjugorje Team. Included are the 
following: 
 Shannon direct to Mostar-Medjugorje – Only a 30 minute 

transfer from Airport to the Shrine; 
 7 nights air-conditioned accommodation near to St. James’ 

Church; 
 Freshly prepared breakfast and dinner each day; 
 Luxury coach transfers accompanied by local guide; 
 Full religious programme operated by Marian Pilgrimages; 
 Assistance of Marian Pilgrimages rep. with 24hr support 

throughout your stay; 
 Comprehensive Travel Insurance up to 84 years of age; 
 All airport and local taxes. 

Medjugorje is a town in Bosnia and Herzegovina. It’s been an 
unofficial place of Catholic pilgrimage since the Virgin Mary 
appeared on Apparition Hill in 1981. There is a “Queen of 
Peace” statue marking the site of the 1st apparition and one 
in front of the St. James Church. Liquid has been said to drip 
from the “Risen Christ” statue near the church. A concrete 
cross tops Cross Mountain, to the south.  

Medjugorje ("between the hills") has become well known in 
Bosnia-Hercegovina, and the world, because of six 
trustworthy young people who claim to have seen visions of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. Beginning on June 24, 1981, the 
Blessed Mother appeared to, and later told the visionaries 
that God sent her to our world to help us convert our hearts 
and lives back to Him. Our Lady's call is one of Peace, Love, 
Faith, Conversion, Prayer, and Fasting. We are each 
challenged to answer Our Lady's call to change our lives, and 
hearts back to God.  

If you have not already had the chance to visit this renowned 
little village, then now is the perfect opportunity to do so. For 
more information on joining the pilgrimage group, please 
contact Kathleen & Jimmy Morris at 061 362657 or 086 
3271657. A unique, inspiring, special and blessed place! 

 
Guided Pilgrimages on the Lough Derg Pilgrim Path  
 

will be offered on Sunday 12th, Wednesday 15th, Saturday 
18th & Sunday 26th September and Sunday 3rd October, with 
Mass outdoors, weather permitting.  The full route is a 12km 
loop, with a shorter 8km option.   Advance booking is 
essential.  For further information email info@loughderg.org  
or telephone 0(0353) 71 9861518.  www.loughderg.org Lough 
Derg Pilgrim Path, Pettigo, Co Donegal.  F94 N289 
 
Leaving Cert! The results are out! 
 

The wait is over! The day of the Leaving Cert results is one of 
elation, while for others this day brings disappointment. A 
simple piece of paper with a few figures on it will determine 
the way ahead for thousands of young adults around the 
country. But no matter what the results – please remember 
that results day is not the end of the world! Those results do 
not signal that all doors are closed – it’s just that it sometimes 
takes a little longer to find the key to open some! We are 
proud of each and every one of our students in Shannon and 
of their individual achievements and we pray God’s blessing 
on them as they discern their future.  
 
 
 

A Leaving Cert Student’s Prayer 
 

Loving God, I know that you are with me in every moment 
of my life. You constantly care for me and walk with me in 
every step I take.  

As I receive my exam results, there are times when I’m 
afraid, when I feel alone, when I worry about what lies 
ahead. In those times help me to remember your love and 
the love of those around me. Give me the strength to let go 
of my worries and to trust in you so that I can face each day 
with hope and happiness.  

As I go onto new things in my life, guide and direct me that 
I may be the person you created me to be. Bless me, God, 
today and tomorrow, and bless my family and friends. Keep 
each of us safe and well, now and always. Amen. 

We pray that all students and families can pray the Serenity 
Prayer – to accept the things they cannot change, courage to 
change the things they can and the wisdom to know the 
difference! 


