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Sympathies: To the O’Sullivan and Germaine families 
on the death of John O’Sullivan, Ard na Mara. To the 
McDonnell family on the death of Ann McDonnell, 
Aidan Park whose Funeral Mass took place this 
weekend. To the Hession and Nolan Family on the 
death of Sean Keane, Urlanbeg. To Marguerite Corr on 
the death of her sister Nora Frawley in Greystones.  
May the Risen Lord welcome them to Heaven. 
 

Month’s Mind Mass: For May Vallely will be 
celebrated this Saturday 10th of September at 6.30pm 
in SS John and Paul Church.  For Patrick McGuane will 
take place next Saturday 17th of September at 6.30pm 
in SS John and Paul Church.   
 

First Anniversary Mass: For Michael Quinlan will be 
celebrated this Thursday 15th of September at 10am in 

Mary Immaculate Church. For David Simpson will take 
place next Thursday 15th of September at 10am in 
Mary Immaculate Church. 
 

Anniversaries: Tom Joyce, Teresa O’Brian and Tom 
Mulkeen. 

Support Your Parish 
As well as the usual way to donate to your 

parish you can also use our new method 

of using the QR code (here) which is also 

placed at the doors and shrines of our 

Church’s, Adoration Chapel Notice Board, and Parish 

Office. It’s another easy way to support your parish 

using your smart phone. 

Volunteers Needed 

With the increase in the population of our Parish we 

are always in need of extra help.  If you have one hour 

to spare in the week, please contact us in the Parish 

Office. 

Samaritans Ennis and Clare Branch 

Samaritans Ennis and Clare Branch are currently 

recruiting new volunteers. No experience is necessary 

as full training will be given. For information, please 

log on to volunteer.samaritans.org or email 

Ennis.BranchRecruitment@samaritans.org  

 

 

Website: www.catholicbishops.ie 

 

Tractor Run Fundraiser 

Newmarket-On-Fergus Agricultural Show Society will 

hold its annual ‘Tractor Run Fundraiser’ on the 11th of 

September. All funds raised will go directly to Temple 

Street Children’s Hospital. Registration at the show 

field on the Old Dromoland Road is at 12 noon with 

the event taking off at 1pm in the direction of 

Newmarket-On-Fergus village. Donation buckets will 

be accessible in the field and in the village on the day. 

At the final stop of the event a tractor run for children 

will take place in The Crabtree Tavern where 

complimentary refreshments will also be served by 

committee members. 

Clare Community Response Forum 

Clare Community Response Forum are aware of many 

Ukrainians beings hosted in private arrangements 

through the county. The Forum is assisting and 

coordinating agency supports to those in emergency 

accommodation but is also keen to reach out and ensure 

adequate supports are in place for Ukrainians AND their 

host families. If you are hosting Ukrainians, or if you are 

a Ukrainian being hosted, we would like to hear from 

you. There are supports in place to help you all and we 

want to assure all in the county are receiving appropriate 

supports. Please feel free to contact on 

communityresponseforum@clarecoco.ie or on our 

portal at https://www.clarecoco.ie/ukraine/.  

 

Last Sunday’s Collection 

Last Sunday’s Collection was €2,288, The Priests 

Autumn collection will take place on the weekend of 

the 23rd to 25th of September. Envelopes will be 

distributed and available from both Churches in the 

coming week.  As always, we thank you for your great 

generosity and support.  

 

‘Nourishing your body this Winter’. 

On Thursday 22nd September at 7pm, Shannon Library 

will be welcoming Grainne Travers, Nutritionist, for 

expert tips on how to nourish your body this 

winter.  Learn how to support your immune system 

and gut health through diet.  Grainne will also share 

practical cooking ideas and recipe tips. Free event. 

Places are limited and booking is essential. For 

booking and information, contact Shannon Library on 

061 364266 or email shannon@clarelibrary.ie  This is a 

Healthy Ireland at Your Library Event. 

                     St. Senan’s Opening Year Mass 

Open of Year Mass for St. 

Senan’s School will take 

place on Friday 16th of 

September at 11am in Mary Immaculate Church. 

10am mass on that date in Mary Immaculate 

Church will be cancelled. 

 

Lourdes Autumn Pilgrimages 

September 22nd – 27th 

Franciscan Pilgrimage 

October 2nd – 7th Diocesan 

Autumn Pilgrimage 

Both pilgrimages are direct from 

Shannon Airport.  Details and booking from 

joewalshtours.ie. Tours to Holy Island Lough Derg 

Contact 083 8535899 

Alzheimer Society of Ireland 

The Alzheimer Society of Ireland 

are delighted to announce that 

Alzheimer’s Memory Walk 2022 is 

taking place nationwide on 

Sunday, 18th September  

It's a family-friendly event suitable for all ages and 

abilities. We hope that 3,000 walkers across Ireland 

will help us raise €250,000 for vital services that help 

to support so many people with dementia and their 

family carers across Ireland. Please visit 

memorywalk@alzheimer.ie to register for your 

fundraising pack today. 
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TWENTY -  FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  11th September 2022
When God wants to tell us what he’s like, he tells the story of the 

Prodigal Son. It is a story of patience, forgiveness, 
love and acceptance.

TWENTY - FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  11th September 2022

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for you, that 
your prophets be found true. Hear the prayers of 
your servant, and of your people Israel.
PENITENTIAL ACT
You were sent to heal the contrite of heart:
Lord, have mercy.        Lord, have mercy. 
You came to call sinners:
Christ, have mercy.    Christ, have mercy.
You are seated at the right hand of the 
Father to intercede for us:
Lord, have mercy.        Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have mercy on us…  Amen.

FIRST READING  Exodus 32: 7-11. 13-14
A reading from the book of Exodus.
The Lord spoke to Moses, ‘Go down now, because 
your people whom you brought out of Egypt have 
apostatised. They have been quick to leave the way 
I marked out for them; they have made themselves a 
calf of molten metal and have worshipped it and offered 
it sacrifice. “Here is your God, Israel,” they have cried, 
“who brought you up from the land of Egypt!” I can see 
how headstrong these people are! Leave me, now, my 
wrath shall blaze out against them and devour them; 
of you, however, I will make a great nation.’ 
    But Moses pleaded with the Lord his God. ‘Lord,’ 
he said, ‘why should your wrath blaze out against this 
people of yours whom you brought out of the land 
of Egypt with arm outstretched and mighty hand? 
Remember Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, your servants 
to whom by your own self you swore and made this 
promise: I will make your offspring as many as the 
stars of heaven, and all this land which I promised I will 
give to your descendants, and it shall be their heritage 
for ever.’ So the Lord relented and did not bring on his 
people the disaster he had threatened.

The word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Ps. 50:3-4,12-13,17,19
R. I will leave this place and go to my Father.
1. Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.             
    In your compassion blot out my offence.
    O wash me more and more from my guilt 
    and cleanse me from my sin.                        [R]
2. A pure heart create for me, O God, 
    put a steadfast spirit within me.
    Do not cast me away from your presence,
    nor deprive me of your holy spirit.                 [R]
3. O Lord, open my lips     
    and my mouth shall declare your praise. 
    My sacrifice is a contrite spirit;
    a humbled, contrite heart you will not spurn. [R]
SECOND READING  1 Timothy 1:12-17
A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to Timothy. 
I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me 
strength, and who judged me faithful enough to call into 
his service even though I used to be a blasphemer and 
did all I could to injure and discredit the faith. Mercy, 
however, was shown me, because until I became a 
believer I had been acting in ignorance; and the grace 
of our Lord filled me with faith and with the love that is 

in Christ Jesus. Here is a saying that you can rely on 
and nobody should doubt: that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners. I myself am the greatest of 
them; and if mercy has been shown to me it is because 
Jesus Christ meant to make me the greatest evidence 
of his inexhaustible patience for all the other people 
who would later have to trust in him to come to eternal 
life. To the eternal King, the undying, invisible and only 
God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!   May the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ enlighten the eyes of our mind, so that we 
can see what hope his call holds for us.       Alleluia!
GOSPEL    Luke 15:1-32  *Shorter from in italics (15: 1-10)
A reading from the holy Gospel  according to Luke.
*The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking 
the company of Jesus to hear what he had to say, and 
the Pharisees and the scribes complained. ‘This man’ 
they said ‘welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ So 
he spoke this parable to them:
‘What man among you with a hundred sheep, losing 
one, would not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness 
and go after the missing one till he found it? And when 
he found it, would he not joyfully take it on his shoulders 
and then, when he got home, call together his friends 
and neighbours? “Rejoice with me”, he would say, “I 
have found my sheep that was lost.” In the same way, 
I tell you, there will be more rejoicing in heaven over 
one repentant sinner than over ninety-nine virtuous 
men who have no need of repentance.
‘Or again, what woman with ten drachmas would not, 
if she lost one, light a lamp and sweep out the house 
and search thoroughly till she found it? And then, 
when she had found it, call together her friends and 
neighbours? “Rejoice with me,” she would say “I have 
found the drachma I lost.” In the same way, I tell you, 
there is rejoicing among the angels of God over one 
repentant sinner.’*
He also said, ‘A man had two sons. The younger said 
to his father, “Father, let me have the share of the 
estate that would come to me.” So the father divided 
the property between them. A few days later, the 
younger son got together everything he had and left 
for a distant country where he squandered his money 
on a life of debauchery.
    ‘When he had spent it all, that country experienced 
a severe famine, and now he began to feel the pinch, 
so he hired himself out to one of the local inhabitants 
who put him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he would 
willingly have filled his belly with the husks the pigs 
were eating but no one offered him anything. Then 
he came to his senses and said, “How many of my 
father’s paid servants have more food than they want, 
and here am I dying of hunger! I will leave this place 
and go to my father and say: 
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; 
I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as 
one of your paid servants.” So he left the place and 
went back to his father.‘While he was still a long way 
off, his father saw him and was moved with pity. He 
ran to the boy, clasped him in his arms and kissed him 
tenderly. 

Then his son said, “Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and against 
you. I no longer deserve to be 
called your son.” 
But the father said to his servants, 
“Quick! Bring out the best robe and 
put it on him; put a ring on his finger 
and sandals on his feet. Bring the 
calf we have been fattening, and 
kill it; we are going to have a feast, 
a celebration because this son of 
mine was dead and has come back 
to life; he was lost and is found.” 
And they began to celebrate.
    ‘Now the elder son was out in the 
fields, and on his way back, as he 
drew near the house, he could hear 
music and dancing. Calling one of 
the servants he asked what it was 
all about. “Your brother has come” 
replied the servant, “and your father 
has killed the calf we had fattened 
because he has got him back safe 
and sound.” He was angry then 
and refused to go in, and his father 
came out to plead with him; but 
he answered his father, “Look, all 
these years I have slaved for you 
and never once disobeyed your 
orders, yet you never offered me so 
much as a kid for me to celebrate 
with my friends. But, for this son of 
yours, when he comes back after 
swallowing up your property - he 
and his women - you kill the calf we 
had been fattening.” 
The father said, “My son, you are 
with me always and all I have is 
yours. But it was only right we 
should celebrate and rejoice, 
because your brother here was 
dead and has  come to life; he was 
lost and is found.”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

AFTER THE CONSECRATION
The mystery of faith. 
When we eat this Bread and drink 
this Cup, we proclaim your Death, 
O Lord, until you come again.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

The poet summed up today’s Gospel well when he wrote 
“The love of God is wider than the measure of our mind, 
and the heart of the eternal is most wonderfully kind.” 
It’s understandable why someone has called this Gospel 

“the parable of the crazy shepherd and the crazy woman.” Only a crazy 
shepherd would leave a large flock unattended and vulnerable and go 
in search of a stray. What if a wolf should come upon the unattended 
flock? 
We put a price on things, a market-place price, a worldly value. God 
offers a price and value that’s not from the markets of our world. God’s 
values derive from the heart of his unconditional love. This is clear 
from Jesus’ attitude to the poor, the sick and the sinner. Those who do 
not measure up to accepted standards, who are rejected by society 
and left behind, are the people God wants at all costs.
The story of the Prodigal Son has often been called “the gospel within 
the gospel.” It reveals the breadth and length, the height and depth of 
God’s love for us despite our selfishness and meanness.  As we ponder 
the story in prayer we should ask grow in Jesus’ own understanding of 
how much God loves us. The prodigal father’s response to his son’s 
return is a brilliant image of who God is. It is an invitation and challenge 
to us to think of a more Christian way to deal with those who have 
wronged us and taken advantage of our kindness and generosity. God 
doesn’t hold our wrongdoing against us. To experience God’s love we 
need is to be honest with ourselves and own up to our infidelities to 
God and our offences against others. 

Fr. Joe Walsh


